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Course Description

The God of Jesus Christ isamissionary God, and the church of Jesus Christisa
missionary church. All authentic Christian ministry therefore takes placein a
missiological framework. This course will introduce students to basic missiol ogical
discourse and consider its application to different forms of ministry.

Course Objectives

The class will seek to provide aframework for ministry in such areas as mission,
evangelism, social concern, cultural awareness, and communicating the Gospel to the
unchurched. Classes will include lecture, discussion, Bible study, video, and daily
readings.

Pre-Seminar Requirements

Students will read at least 1500 pages from the lists below, including the two Essential
Texts, and write a two-page double spaced paper for each book read, interacting with the
author’s major pointsin critical-theological fashion, and suggesting, where appropriate,
relevance to the student’ s life and/or ministry. Note: students should select books not
previously read.

All pre-seminar work will be submitted thefirst day of the seminar.



In-Seminar Requirements

Full attendance and participation in the seminar.
Reflection papers and exercises as assigned.
Proposal for post-seminar project approved by professor.

Post-Seminar Requirement

The course project will be an analysis of a ministry with which the student is familiar in
the light of the course. Students will look particularly at the ministry from theological,
missiological and historical perspectives, and propose strategies for fostering future
missiological understanding and endeavor within that ministry. More guidance as to how
to write this paper will be given during the course.

All post-seminar work will be sent to theinstructor (see addresspage 1) by April 13,
2008 (postmark), three months after thelast day of the course.
Bibliography

Notes on the bibliography

1. | have chosen the two required texts because they provide a useful introductory
overview to thinking about (a) evangelism (Watson) and (b) mission (Newbigin).
Watson was an outstanding Anglican pastor and evangelist in England until his
untimely death in 1984. The book, though dated in some ways, still provides the most
comprehensive introduction to church-based evangelism | am aware of. Newbiginis
perhaps the most influential theologian of the latter part of the 20™ century on topics
of mission and culture. This book is the best introduction to the breadth and depth of
his work.

2. Thisisnot an exhaustive bibliography. If there is arelevant title not listed here which
you would like to read, please email me the details and | will let you know whether it
issuitable. Usually the answer isyes.

3. Please notice theindicators (A) = more academic, (P) = more popular. In an attempt
to equalize the difficulty of what people read, | propose the following rule of thumb:
one page of amore academic text (marked A) isthe equivalent of 1.5 “normal” pages.
One page of a more popular text (P) isthe equivalent of 2/3 of a“normal” page.

4. Theterm “popular” does not necessarily mean “bad.” It simply indicates a different
style which can normally read more quickly. (Equally, “academic” does not
necessarily mean “good.”)



5. An asterisk indicates those books | consider basic in each section. If you are not
drawn to any other title or author, these are good ones to begin with.

6. Please draw your reading from avariety of sections, not just one or two.

7. With some of the more lengthy books (e.g. Bosch, Green’ s History), feel free to pick
and choose within the text what chapters or sections you read. Merely keep a note of
which and how many pages you read.
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