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Course Description  
 
The God of Jesus Christ is a missionary God, and the church of Jesus Christ is a 
missionary church. All authentic Christian ministry therefore takes place in a 
missiological framework. This course will introduce students to basic missiological 
discourse and consider its application to different forms of ministry.  
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
The class will seek to provide a framework for ministry in such areas as mission, 
evangelism, social concern, cultural awareness, and communicating the Gospel to the 
unchurched. Classes will include lecture, discussion, Bible study, video, and daily 
readings. 
 
 
Pre-Seminar Requirements 
 
Students will read at least 1500 pages from the lists below, including the two Essential 
Texts, and write a two-page double spaced paper for each book read, interacting with the 
author’s major points in critical-theological fashion, and suggesting, where appropriate, 
relevance to the student’s life and/or ministry.  Note: students should select books not 
previously read.   
All pre-seminar work will be submitted the first day of the seminar. 
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In-Seminar Requirements 
 
Full attendance and participation in the seminar. 
Reflection papers and exercises as assigned. 
Proposal for post-seminar project approved by professor. 
 
 
Post-Seminar Requirement 
 
The course project will be an analysis of a ministry with which the student is familiar in 
the light of the course. Students will look particularly at the ministry from theological, 
missiological and historical perspectives, and propose strategies for fostering future 
missiological understanding and endeavor within that ministry. More guidance as to how 
to write this paper will be given during the course. 
 
All post-seminar work will be sent to the instructor (see address page 1) by April 13, 
2008 (postmark), three months after the last day of the course. 
 
 

Bibliography 
 
Notes on the bibliography 
 
1. I have chosen the two required texts because they provide a useful introductory 

overview to thinking about (a) evangelism (Watson) and (b) mission (Newbigin). 
Watson was an outstanding Anglican pastor and evangelist in England until his 
untimely death in 1984. The book, though dated in some ways, still provides the most 
comprehensive introduction to church-based evangelism I am aware of. Newbigin is 
perhaps the most influential theologian of the latter part of the 20th century on topics 
of mission and culture. This book is the best introduction to the breadth and depth of 
his work. 

 
2. This is not an exhaustive bibliography. If there is a relevant title not listed here which 

you would like to read, please email me the details and I will let you know whether it 
is suitable. Usually the answer is yes. 

 
3. Please notice the indicators (A) = more academic, (P) = more popular. In an attempt 

to equalize the difficulty of what people read, I propose the following rule of thumb: 
one page of a more academic text (marked A) is the equivalent of 1.5 “normal” pages. 
One page of a more popular text (P) is the equivalent of 2/3 of a “normal” page. 

 
4. The term “popular” does not necessarily mean “bad.” It simply indicates a different 

style which can normally read more quickly. (Equally, “academic” does not 
necessarily mean “good.”) 
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5. An asterisk indicates those books I consider basic in each section. If you are not 

drawn to any other title or author, these are good ones to begin with. 
 
6. Please draw your reading from a variety of sections, not just one or two. 
 
7. With some of the more lengthy books (e.g. Bosch, Green’s History), feel free to pick 

and choose within the text what chapters or sections you read. Merely keep a note of 
which and how many pages you read. 

 
 
Essential Texts 
 
Newbigin, Lesslie. The Gospel in a Pluralist Society. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans/Geneva: 

WCC Publications, 1989. 
Watson, David C.K. I Believe in Evangelism. London: Hodder and Stoughton 1976. If 

you cannot find this, check a second hand book website such as Abebooks.com or 
alibris.com. They usually have multiple copies. The ISBN, should you need it, is 
0340246111.  

 
 
Theology and Praxis of Mission  
 
Barrett, Lois Y. et al, editors. Treasure in Clay Jars: Patterns in Missional Faithfulness. 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 2004. 
(A) * Bevans, Stephen B. and Roger P. Schroeder. Constants in Context: A Theology of 

Mission for Today. Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books 2004. 
(A) * Bosch, David.  Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. 

Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books, 1993. 
Cray, Graham (chair). Mission Shaped Church: Church Planting and Fresh Expressions 

of Church in a Changing Context. London UK: Church House Publishing 2004. 
Donovan, Vincent J. Christianity Rediscovered.Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books 1978. 
Guder, Darrell L. ed. Missional Church: A Vision for the Sending of the Church in North 

America. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1998. 
Hunsberger, George R. Bearing the Witness of the Spirit: Lesslie Newbigin’s Theology 

of Cultural Plurality. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1998. 
Neill, Stephen. A History of Christian Mission. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1964. 
Newbigin, Lesslie. Foolishness to the Greeks: the Gospel and Western Culture. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986. 
Newbigin, Lesslie.  A Word in Season: Perspectives on Christian World Missions. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans/Edinburgh: St.Andrew's Press, 1994. 
(A) Pittman, Don A. et al, eds.  Ministry and Theology in Global Perspective: 

Contemporary Challenges for the Church Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1996.  
(A) Ramachandra, Vinoth. The Recovery of Mission: Beyond the Pluralist Paradigm. 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1996. 
(P) * Richardson, Don. Eternity in their Hearts. Ventura CA: Regal Books 1981. 
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(A) * Sanneh, Lamin. Translating the Message: the Missionary Impact on Culture. 
Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books, 1996. 

_____________. Whose Religion is Christianity? The Gospel beyond the West. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans 2003. 

Sider, Ronald. Good News and Good Works. (Grand Rapids: Baker Books 1999) 
* Stott, John R.W. Christian Mission in the Modern World. Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press 1975. 
(A) * Walls, Andrew F. The Missionary Movement in Christian History: Studies in the 

Transmission of Faith. New York: Orbis Books 2001. 
 
 
Being the Church in a Post-Christendom World 
 
Berger, Peter L. ed. The Desecularization of the World: Resurgent Religion and World 

Politics  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1999. 
Carroll, Colleen. The New Faithful: Why Young Adults are Embracing Christianity 

Orthodoxy. Chicago: Loyola Press 2002. 
Chapman, Colin. Cross and Crescent: Responding to the Challenge of Islam. Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press 2003. 
* Clapp, Rodney. A Peculiar People: the Church as Culture in a Post-Christian Society 

Downers Grove IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 
* Hauerwas, Stanley and William Willimon. Resident Aliens: Life in the Christian 

Colony. Nashville: Abingdon, 1989. 
* Hunsberger, George and Craig van Gelder, eds. The Church Between Gospel and 

Culture: The Emerging Mission in North America. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1996. Kallenberg, Brad J. Live to Tell: Evangelism in a Postmodern World. 
Grand Rapids: Brazos Press 2002. 

(P) * McLaren, Brian D. A New Kind of Christian: A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual 
Journey (San Francisco: Jossey Bass 2001) 

(P) McLaren, Brian D. More Ready Than You Think (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 2002) 
McLaren, Brian D. Generous Orthodoxy (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 2004) 
(A) Moberg, David O. The Great Reversal: Evangelism and Social Concern. 

Philadelphia: J.B.Lipincott, revised edition, 1977. 
(A) Niebuhr, H. Richard. Christ and Culture. New York: Harper and Row, 1951. 
Pinnock, Clark H. A Wideness in God’s Mercy: the Finality of Jesus Christ in a World of 

Religions. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992. 
Posterski, Donald C. and Irwin Barker. Where's a Good Church? Winfield BC: Wood 

Lake Books, 1993. 
Rainer, Thom. Surprising Insights from the Unchurched. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 2001. 
Senn, Frank. The Witness of the Worshipping Community. New York: Paulist Press 1993 
(P) Strobel, Lee. Inside the Mind of Unchurched Harry and Mary. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan 1993 
(A) Van Gelder, Craig ed. Confident Witness—Changing World: Rediscovering the 

Gospel in North America. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1999. 
Webber, Robert E. Ancient-Future Faith: Rethinking Evangelicalism for a Postmodern 

World.  Grand Rapids MI: Baker Books, 1999. 
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Webber, Robert E. Liturgical Evangelism: Worship as Outreach and Nurture. Harrisburg 
PA: Morehouse Publishing, 1986. 

Walsh, Brian and Sylvia Keesmaat. Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire. 
Downers Grove: InterVarsity press 2004. 

(P) * Warren, Rick,  The Purpose Driven Church. Zondervan Publishing House, 1995. 
 
 
Evangelism: Theology and Practice 
 
(A) Abraham, William J. The Logic of Evangelism. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1989. 
Abraham, William J. The Art of Evangelism. Nashville: Abingdon Press 2002. 
Booker, Mike & Mark Ireland. Evangelism—Which Way Now? An Evaluation of Alpha, 

Emmaus, Cell Church and other Contemporary Strategies for Evangelism. 
London UK: Church House Publishing 2003. 

Bowen, John P. Evangelism for “Normal” People: Good News for Those Looking for a 
Fresh Approach (Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress 2002) 

Brueggemann, Walter. Biblical Perspectives on Evangelism: Living in a  Three-Storied 
Universe. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1993. 

Capers, James. African American Evangelism. Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress. 
 (A) * Green, Michael. Evangelism in the Early Church. Crowborough UK: Highland 

Books 1970. 
Green, Michael. Evangelism through the Local Church. Toronto: Hodder and Stoughton. 

1990.  
Hunter, George G. The Celtic Way of Evangelism: How Christianity can reach the West . 

. . Again. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2000. 
* Hunter, George G. How to Reach Secular People. Nashville: Abingdon 1992. 
Israel, Adrienne. Amanda Berry Smith. Scarecrow Press 1999. 
Johnson, Ben Campbell. Speaking of God: Evangelism as Initial Spiritual Guidance. 

(Louisville: Westminster/John Knox 1991) 
Kallenberg, Brad J. Live to Tell: Evangelism for a Postmodern Age. Grand Rapids: 

Brazos Press 2004. 
Kiefert, Patrick. Welcoming the Stranger: A Public Theology of Worship and 

Evangelism. Minneapolis: Fortress Press 1994. 
 Klaiber, Walter. Call and Response: Biblical Foundations of a Theology of Evangelism. 

Nashville: Abingdon Press 1997. 
Kolb, Robert. Speaking the Gospel Today: A Theology for Evangelism. St. Louis: 

Concordia 1995. 
McGrath, Alister E. Bridge-Building: Effective Christian Apologetics. Leicester UK: 

Inter-Varsity Press, 1992. 
Morgenthaler, Sally. Worship Evangelism: Inviting Unbelievers into the Presence of 

God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 
(A) Peace, Richard V. Conversion in the New Testament: Paul and the Twelve. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans 1999. 
(P) * Percy, Harold J. Good News People: An Introduction to Evangelism for Tongue-

Tied Christians. Toronto: Anglican Book Centre, 1996. 
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(P) ___________. Your Church Can Thrive: Making the Connections that Build Healthy 
Congregations. Toronto: Anglican Book Centre 2003. 

(P) * Pippert, Rebecca Manley. Out of the Saltshaker and into the World: Evangelism as 
a Way of Life. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1979. 

Poe, Harry. Christian Witness in a Postmodern World. Nashville: Abingdon Press 2001. 
Pollard, Nick. Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult. Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press, 1997. 
Posterski, Donald C. True to You: Living our Faith in a Multi-Minded World. Winfield 

BC: Wood Lake Books, 1995. 
Richardson, Rick. Evangelism Outside the Box: New Ways to Help People Experience 

the Good News. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press 2000. 
______________. Reimagining Evangelism: Inviting Friends on a Spiritual Journey 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press 2006 
Stackhouse, John G. Humble Apologetics: Defending the Christian Faith Today. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press 2002. 
(P) Stiles, Mack J. Speaking of Jesus: How to Tell your Friends the Best News they will 

Ever Hear. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
(A) Watt, David. Transforming Faith: Explorations of Twentieth Century American 

Evangelism. Rutgers University Press 1991. 
* Webber, Robert E. Ancient-Future Evangelism: Making Your Church a Faith-Forming 

Community. Grand Rapids: Baker 2003. 
 
 
Postmodernism and the Church 
 
(P) Coupland, Douglas. Life After God. New York: Pocket Books, 1994. 
(P) Ford, Kevin Graham. Jesus for a New Generation: Putting the Gospel in the Language 

of X-ers. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
Grenz, Stanley J. A Primer on Postmodernism. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 1996. 
(A) Knight, Henry H. A Future for Truth: Evangelical Theology in a Postmodern World. 

Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1997. 
(A) * Middleton, J. Richard and Brian J. Walsh. Truth is Stranger than it Used to be. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press 1995. 
 
 
Studies in Aspects of Culture 
 
Berger, Peter L. A Rumour of Angels: Modern Society and the Rediscovery of the 

Supernatural. Garden City NY: Doubleday 1969; Anchor Books, 1970. 
(A) Berger, Peter L. and Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality. New 

York: Doubleday 1967. 
(P) Bowen, John P. The Spirituality of Narnia: The Deeper Magic of C.S.Lewis. 

Vancouver BC: Regent College Publishing 2007. 
(P) Bridger, Francis. A Charmed Life: The Spirituality of Potterworld. London: Darton, 

Longman and Todd 2001. 
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Dark, David. Everyday Apocalypse: The Sacred Revealed in Radiohead, the Simpsons 
and Other Pop Culture Icons. Grand Rapids: Brazos Press 2002. 

Dennison, Jack. City Reaching: On the Road to Community Transformation. Pasadena: 
William Carey Library 1999. 

Dillard, Annie For the Time Being. Toronto: Penguin Books, 1999. 
(A) Gergen, Kenneth J. The Saturated Self. New York: Basic Books 1991. 
Johnston, Robert K. Reel Spirituality: Theology and Film in Dialogue (Grand Rapids: 

Baker Academic 2000) 
(A) Kuhn, Thomas S. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, second edition 1970. 
(A) MacIntyre, Alasdair. After Virtue. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2nd 

ed. 1984. 
(P) Miller, Donald. Blue Like Jazz: Nonreligious Thoughts on Christian Spirituality. 

Nashville; Thomas Nelson 2003. 
(P) Percy, Walker. Lost in the Cosmos: The Last Self-Help Book. New York:Washington 

Square Press 1983. 
(P) Pinsky, Mark I. The Gospel According to the Simpsons: The Spiritual Life of the 

World’s Most Animated Family. Louisville: Westminster John Knox 2001. 
Romanowski, William D. Pop Culture Wars: Religion and the Role of Entertainment in 

American Life. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996) 
* Sire, James W. The Universe Next Door: A Basic World View Catalog. Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1976, 2nd edition, 1988. 
(A) Taylor, Charles. Sources of the Self: the Making of the Modern Identity. Cambridge 

MA: Harvard University Press, 1989. 
* Walsh, Brian J. and J. Richard Middleton. The Transforming Vision. Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1984. 
 
 
Preaching in Postmodern Culture 
 
Allison, Lon and Mark Anderson. Going Public with the Gospel: Reviving Evangelistic 

Proclamation. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press 2003. 
Duffett, Robert G. A Relevant Word: Communicating the Gospel to Seekers. Valley 

Forge: Judson Press 1995. 
(P) Hybels, Bill, Stuart Briscoe and Haddon Robinson. Mastering Contemporary 

Preaching. Portland: Multnomah Press. 1989.  
* Johnston, Graham. Preaching to a Postmodern World: A Guide to Reaching Twenty-

First Century Listeners (Grand Rapids: Baker Books 2001) 
Willimon, William H. The Intrusive Word: Preaching to the Unbaptized.  Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans 1994. 
Willimon, William H. and Stanley Hauerwas. Preaching to Strangers: Evangelism in 

Today's World. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press 1992. 


